
Cost of English Military Campaigns1 

(Source: TNA, SP10/15, f. 18) 

 

French Campaign (1 January 1544 – 1 May 1550)  

Total cost of sustaining the royal army in France    £1,342,5522 

 

Maintaining Calais and Guines (30 September 1538 – 31 July 1552)    

Fortifications         £151,412 

Wages and food        £220,016 

Total costs re. Calais and Guines      £371,428 

 

Wars in Scotland (9 September 1542 – 1 May 1550) 

Coats and Conduct         £68,672 

Wages - Berwick (ordinary garrison plus forces for campaigns)  £581,942 

 - Wark Castle        £340 

 - Holy Island        £202 

 - Farne Island        £81 

 - Billie Tower        £52 

 - Castlemilk        £1,370 

 - Carlisle        £3,006 

 - Tynemouth        £1,277 

 - Broughty Craig       £16,708 

 - Haddington        £31,640 

 - Lauder        £6,646 

 - Roxburgh        £5,303 

 - Eyemouth        £3,598 

 - Dunglass        £5,954 

 - Fast Castle        £170 

 - Jedburgh        £486 

 - Hume Castle        £253 

Total cost of wages        £659,036 

Purchase of necessaries for victualing army (e.g. horses, brewing vessels) £17,193 

Transport of victuals, ordnance etc.      £33,023 

                                                            
1 All figures are in pounds sterling. Figures have been rounded down to the nearest pound. 
2 This total excludes the cost of maintaining  Calais and Guines (which were controlled by the English at this 

date). 



Compensation, charges and rewards, special monies    £62,155 

Munitions, ordnance and “habiliments of war”    £28,064 

Fortifications  - Berwick       £40,860 

  - Holy Island       £980 

  - Wark Castle       £2,997 

  - Carlisle       £7,291 

  - Tynemouth       £2,643 

  - Lauder       £1,583 

  - Broughty Craig      £2,265 

  - Inchcolm       £121 

  - Haddington       £1,423 

  - Dunglass       £2,300 

  - Roxburgh       £1,899 

  - Dundee       £103 

  - Eyemouth       £1,903 

  - Hume       £733 

Total cost of fortifications       £67,113 

Losses of food and goods (e.g. decayed, lost at sea, captured)  £18,877 

Total land-based costs of Scottish campaigns    £954,115 

 

Naval Costs during French and Scottish Campaigns 

Total naval costs        £478,861 

 

Expedition to Landrecies (1544) 

Total cost of expedition       £36,500 

 

Fortifications in England, excluding Scottish border (from construction until 1552) 

Cost of fortifications        £216,408 

Wages of garrisons        £74,254 

Total cost of fortifications and garrisons in England    £290,662 

 

Suppression of Rebellions (1549) 

Total cost of suppressing rebellions in Norfolk and the West Country £27,330 

 

English Crown’s Military and Naval Expenditure (c.1538 – 1552) £3,501,471 


